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railway carriage. Your ice-axe and knapsack are on the rack, Baedeker is in 
your pocket and you are a boy once more. 

That is only the prospect of the hills . But when you are on them, what a 
health and what a glory it is 1 A gymnastic for every muscle in your body, and 
for anything that corresponds to muscle in your mind : an inspired vision for 
the eyes at every step. 

REVIEWS 

Alpine Byways. By F. S. Smythe. Pp. 104, with 47 illustrations and I map. 
A. & C. Black, London, 1942. Price xss. od. net. 

THIS is the sixth of a series of albums of mountain photographs taken 
by Mr. F. S. Smythe. It begins with a preliminary introduction of 
seven pages, while each illustration is accompanied by a short de- · 
scriptive note. . 

This introduction is written in a pleasant strain but does not call 
for any particular comment as Mr. Smythe's. feelings and reactions to 
climbing the mountains themselves have been exp'ressed in his other 
works. I am glad to note that he disapproves of the ' peak bagger,' 
confessing that he himself once was guilty of that weakness, but he 
gives sufficient proof of his love of the mountains and mountain scenery 
in the sentence on page 9 : ' the true mountaineer will ever be one 
who is content to be among the mountains.' 

I am not prepared. to agree with Mr. Smythe's suggestion that the 
newcomer to the Alps should approach them first on foot from a 
distance. Personally, I am of opinion that to obtain the fullest enjoy
ment of a distant view of the mountains, it is preferable to make their 
previous acquaintance close at hand. Some prior knowledge of the 
peaks adds enormously to the interest of a distant mountain panorama. 

The principal feature of the book is naturally the collection of 
beautiful examples of Mr. Smythe's photographic art. About one 
third are high mountain views, very attractive to the climber. ' The 
Matterhorn at sunrise from the Garner Glacier' and ' Winter Sunrise 
in the Alps,' stand out as really delightful pictures. Mr. Smythe's 
artistic sense, however, is displayed at its best in some of the valley 
views, as exemplified in ' Glacier Torrent,' a difficult subject, while 
' Frozen Stream,' ' Forest Glade,' ' The Frozen Mattervisp ' and 
' Windcrust ' are lovely studies of broken light on snow. Alpine 
Byways should be a welcome addition to all Alpine libraries. 

SYDNEY SPENCER. 

Britain's Mountain Heritage. By Arthur Gardner. Pp. xii, sr, with 128 
illustrations. B. T. Batsford Ltd., London, 1942. Price 12s. 6d. net. 

THIS is probably the first time that a book has been written and illus
trated with the sole object of making the people of this country 
conscious of the beauty and desecration of our mountain districts. It 
is a protest on behalf of all lovers of mountains and a plea to all their 
fellow countrymen to join in preserving the corrunon heritage for all 
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time against the dangers of local government and industrial develop
ment by the creation of National Parks in the post-war reconstruction. 
Arthur Gardner's description of some of the loveliest parts of the 
English Lake District, North Wales and Scotland springs delightfully 
from intimate knowledge and understanding and cannot fail to convince 
the uninitiated of the eternal beauty of the hills that only man changes 
and mars. His brief but adequate description of the dangers to which 
these districts are exposed, such as the development of roads and 
railways, power and water schemes, forestry, adds force to his argument 
for the establishment of National Parks, the areas these should embrace 
and the authorities under which they should be administered. Economic 
reasons and the prosecution of wars may make some industrial develop
ment imperative, but what seems to be desirable is a balanced view of 
the problem of the utilisation of resource~ and the preservation of 
amenities. Through the possession of the National Parks the people 
must have sufficient power to challenge necessity and, where necessity 
rules, to insist upon conformance with building requirements, removal 
of derelict buildings, disposal or screening of debris and the planting of 
indigenous trees. We can learn something from continental countries 
where, for example, some of the great rivers have been made navigaqle 
by lining the sides with stone .quarried from higher up the river bank 
where the quarries are now screened by trees and the blasted rocks 
appear like crags above and. not like ugly gashes in the hillside. Derelict 
buildings are not allowed to remain like the carcases of buildings that 
disgrace the slopes of Snowdon above Llyn Llydaw. ·There is little 
likelihood, as the author fears, of the harnessing of waterfalls in this 
country, for none of them would generate sufficient power to make it 
industrially worth while. All the illustrations are chosen from the 
author's collection of photographs and are a true delight in themselves. 
Only four of them illustrate bad examples of development and ~t 
might be thought that the author had difficulty in finding such illus
trations to support his arguments. Thanks to the efforts of the preser
vation societies, instances are yet few and far between. Prevention 
of further depredation should be the aim. If only the people of this 
country will enter into possession and take pride in preserving the 
amenities 9f these districts, their successors will count them truly 
benevolent. 

GERALD LACEY. 

Lakeland Holiday. By W. A. Poucher. Pp. 112, 70 illustrations. Chapman 
and Hall Ltd., London, 1942. Price 18s. od. net. 

PoucHER's Lakeland Holiday is a companion volume to Lakeland 
through the Lens, which will be remembered for the fine pictures it 
contained of many parts of Lakeland, most of them familiar scenes 
beautifully portrayed. In Lakeland Holiday he portrays and describes 
some more well known parts as well as some of the remoter parts. As 
in the first volume, he takes the reader on his walks and climbs. 
Starting from Shap and walking, as one always should, · towards the 
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west and into the sun, he takes us to Mardale just before the steadily 
rising waters of Haweswater engulfed the remains of Mardale Church 
and "the Old Dun Bull hotel. Thence we are taken along the sylvan 
shores of Ullswater ·and over the Grisedale Pass to Grasmere and 
Rydal. Deepdale and Doved~le are visited. Frqm Grasmere his 

.. route is by the Langdales and Blea Tarn, through Borrowdale and 
·.across the tarn-jewelled summit of Haystacks to Wasdale which is 
illustrated with some pictures taken from new and unusual view points. 
·Ill gill Head and the Screes, which fall like the quarryman's debris into 
Wastwater, seem to exert a curious attraction for the author and, fine 
as· these photographs may be, the choice of one for the dust cover gives 
an· impression of stark, weathering rock and dark waters which belies 
the Lakeland country. From Wa·s.dale the holiday is continued over 
Burnmoot into Eskdale, on to Harter Fell and into the beautifully 
·wooded Dunnerdale where the wild daffodil flourishes in abundance 
in spring. The volume is appropriately completed with some fine 

. pictures taken from the summit of Scafell of the magnificent panorama 
·of cloud bedecked peaks surrounding it. The particularly fine view~ 
of Summer Haze at Grasmere (2o), Blea Tarn by Morning Ljght (31), 
Wastwater (41), Eskdale from Harter Fell (52), and Scafell Panorama 
( 6 5), are well worthy of reproduction across two pages though there 
are other delightful studies, such as the Lilies of Eel Tarn (54) which 
·reveal the simple beauty to be found in many parts of the Lake 
·District. Being a record of a June holiday one misses the pictures of 
t.he hills in their snowclad majesty, adding brilliance and sparkle to the 
mountain scene. Though the illustrations, all in photogravure, are 
necessarily fewer · than in the previous volume, Lakeland Holiday 
contains many more whole pages as well as double page reprodu.ctions, 
which do greater justice to fine photographs. Printing and production 
appear to have suffered in no way from wartime austerity. The price 
remains the same. · 

GERALD LACEY . 
• 

Scelected Poems 194o-42. By A. W. Andrews. Pp. 102, stencilled . 
.IN one of his poems, Mr. Andrews writes:-

A joke or two . 
Is worth more than a sermon 
On faith or endurance-

and the characteristic and endearing quality of his verses is his own 
ability to .talk about landscapes, mountains and climbs in a natural 
unstrained tone of voice, which nevertheless has moments when it 
moves easily and naturally into poetry, as when he speaks of evening 
on the coast of Cornwall : 

. with a cliff upon your right 
You cannot scale, and on your left 
Nothing but sea, America and night. 

At times, in the same n_atural tone of voice. and the same . agreeable, 
slightly uneven rhythm, Mr. Andrews can ·moralise, on his experience -: 
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Nature and man have both unsocial moods 
When visitors get a poor welcome, 
And should be given a wide berth 

When either broods 
On why it was created on the earth · 

And drops a bomb. 
But there are no laboured heroics, no overwrought descriptions; 

instead, here are the casual understatements and ironies that one 
hears on actual mountainsides, and accurate reflections of the climber's 
moods of confidence, tension, exasperation and achievement. 

Peace reigns : 
I go to Norway 
And it rains, 
Or Skye, 
And mist all day 
Obscures the Coolins from the plains·. 

And now it is as dry 
As Nineteen Eight, 

1.,he date 
When you could scramble on a mountain crest 
South of Mont Blanc 
In tennis shoes • 

And find the cornice block 
Was there no more 
And it was just as easy as Crib Goch. 
Why did they choose 
This year to make a war ? 

Even those climbers who shudder at the rhyme to block will agree. 
MICHAEL RoBERTS • 

THE ALPINE CLUB LIBRARY 

• BY F. 0 U GHTON 

The following works have been added to the Library :

Publications of Clubs and Societies 
. 
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Appalachian Mountain Club, Boston, U.S.A. Appalachia. N.S. Vol. viii, 
No. rz ·: 9! X 6 : pp. 146-z88 : illustrations . December 1:942 

, , , Bulletin Vol. vii. N .S. 
Nos. I-I I : 7! X 4! : pp. 268. 1941 
Bulletin Vol. viii. N.S. Nos. I -I I : 7t X 4! : pp. 255· ·1942 

Association of British Members of the S.A.e., London. Annual Report 
and List of M embers : 7i X 4! : pp. 62. 1943 

Camping Club of Great Brit'ain and Ireland, London. Camping. Vol. 
xxxviii, Nos. I-6: illustrations. January December 1942 

Canterbury Mountaineering Club, Canterbury, N.Z. ·Extracts from Club's 
Journal. No. I I : 8! X si: pp. 67 : illustrations, sketch map. August 1942 
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